
ILLEGAL FIRINGS – Despite President Trump and Director Vought’s lies, the administration has
no reason or new legal authority to lay off federal workers during their shutdown. Regardless,
they have chosen to ignore the law and jeopardize the crucial public services millions of
Americans rely on by attempting to lay off thousands more federal workers, including:

2,050 Employees at the Department of the Interior at agencies like the National Park
Service, Bureau of Land Management, and Fish and Wildlife Services, weakening our natural
resource protection and denying Americans full access to the splendor of our country’s
public lands.

1,300 Employees at the Internal Revenue Service, while their billionaire mega-donors and
business allies of their corporate cabinet continue to cheat on their taxes, stealing money
from honest, hard-working American taxpayers.

600 Employees at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention who detect, track,
prevent, and respond to disease outbreaks both in the United States and around the globe.
These layoffs put our national security and public health at risk and further traumatize an
already exhausted workforce still recovering from a gunman’s attack at CDC headquarters.

500 Employees at the Department of Education as part of the administration’s broader
attempt to shut down the department entirely. These layoffs include 137 staff at the Office of
Civil Rights; 132 staff at the Office of Elementary and Secondary Education; 121 staff at the
Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services; and 64 staff at the Office of
Postsecondary Education. These layoffs will hurt low-income families and children with
disabilities the most.

442 Employees at the Department of Housing and Urban Development on top of the more
than 2,000 HUD employees who have either left the Department or been forced out since
the beginning of this year. These layoffs will hurt renters by delaying the processing of their
claims for relief from unsafe housing conditions. Further delays in the processing of rental
assistance payments will also push more families out into the streets as we approach the
coldest months of the year.

400 Employees at the Department of Commerce, including 126 workers at the U.S. Patent
and Trademark Office, 23 staff at the Minority Business Development Agency, and over 100
Census Bureau employees. These illegal firings will further undermine the Department’s
critical functions that assist American businesses, create jobs, promote innovation, and
support the broader U.S. economy.

200 Employees at the Department of Energy targeting the Office of Energy Efficiency and
Renewable Energy, State and Community Energy Programs, and the Office of Clean Energy
Demonstrations. This is a clear partisan attack that hampers efforts to reduce energy costs
for consumers at a time when the Republican cost-of-living crisis is worsening by the day.

Since President Trump’s shutdown began on October 1, he and Office of Management and Budget (OMB)
Director Russ Vought have continued their slash-and-burn campaign to dismantle the federal government

and demoralize the federal workforce. Nothing has “forced their hand.” President Trump and Director Vought
are making it worse purposefully. 

President Trump and Director Vought want this.
This is the height of corruption. While President Trump is taking corporate bribes to destroy the White House

to build himself a ballroom, shaking down the Department of Justice to pay him $230 million, and giving a
$40 billion bailout to his cronies in Argentina, he is raising costs on American families. Below is a list of some

of the additional abuses President Trump and Russ Vought have chosen to inflict on the American people.



EXECUTIVE OVERREACH AND PARTISAN ATTACKS – While President Trump and
Director Vought would like us to believe that their partisan attacks are necessary
consequences of their shutdown, they aren’t. They are abusing their authority to
unilaterally steal resources promised to communities across the country in order to
advance their own partisan agenda. These attacks are not only unnecessary but actively
harm many of the President’s own supporters and allies in Congress.

Withholding $18 billion in federal support for the New York Gateway project and
Second Avenue subway is a clear partisan attack on New York City for no reason
other than the state’s political leaders’ opposition to the president. New Yorkers and
New Jersey commuters are being punished by the president solely because of who
represents them in Congress. That is an abuse of power.

Freezing and possibly canceling $11 billion in contracts for the Army Corps of
Engineers, including projects in California, Colorado, Delaware, Illinois, Maryland,
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, Oregon, and
Rhode Island, weakens public infrastructure and climate resilience, simply for the sake
of petty partisan gain.

Eliminating the bipartisan Community Development Financial Institutions Fund
(CDFI) and illegally firing every employee at the agency, preventing $289 million in
funding for over 1,440 credit unions, banks, and community financial institutions. This
will block billions in loans from going out to small businesses in rural, urban, and
Native communities in all 50 states, U.S. territories, and the District of Columbia.

Terminating $8 billion in energy projects targeting 16 Democratic-led states
undermines efforts to reduce energy costs amid a worsening cost-of-living crisis that
President Trump and Republicans refuse to address. The 321 project cancellations
impact 136 Congressional Districts, including 108 represented by Democrats, and 28
represented by Republicans. A detailed breakdown can be found here.

Suspending $2.1 billion in federal funding support for public transit in Chicago will
hurt working class, middle class, and vulnerable Chicagoans who rely on public transit
to get to work or school - regardless of whom they voted for. 

SLOW-WALKING AND STONEWALLING – Despite bipartisan support for investments in
American communities and repeated outreach from Congress, the administration is
refusing to distribute funds, delaying program implementation, and choking off resources
to communities around the country.

Cutting off SNAP benefits in November despite having more than $5 billion remaining
in contingency funds and the ability to transfer additional resources to the program.
benefits.

Slow-walking FEMA grants for projects that help keep us safe, like the Homeland
Security Grant Program, Nonprofit Security Grants, Port Security Grants, Public
Transportation Security Assistance, and more. The administration is required to send
out Notice of Funding Opportunities for these programs, but they have stalled this
process for months.

Delaying public reporting for FEMA’s Disaster Relief Fund despite being required by
law to do so. This reporting is crucial for making sure we are prepared for natural
disasters. Delaying it further reduces the transparency of a uniquely dishonest and
corrupt administration and the readiness of a nation already wracked by storms and
floods.

Refusing to disburse $3.6 billion in Home Energy Assistance funding as we approach
the coldest months of the year. More than 5 million households rely on the Low
Income Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) to keep warm during the winter months.
The administration is not allocating this funding.

Illegally withholding hundreds of billions of dollars in Congressionally-appropriated
funding that was passed out of the House and Senate on a bipartisan basis to support
our communities. A tracker of these stolen funds can be found here.

https://democrats-appropriations.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/democrats-appropriations.house.gov/files/evo-media-document/doe-project-terminations-oct-2025.pdf
https://democrats-appropriations.house.gov/weeks-away-end-fiscal-year-trump-blocking-410-billion-funding-owed-communities-nationwide

