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THE GROUND STOP: A CRISIS OF MISMANAGEMENT

June 2026 November 13, 2026,
July 2025 SRt DA September 15, 2026 7:50pm EST
Republicafis pravide April 2026 announces 12-year, $875 EAA Adiinictrator September 28, 2026 Secretary Duffy and

million Al contract award . November 12, 2026 Secretary Mullin hold
; t : Bedford testifies that g ,
it%‘:r:;go;‘ Aif’s = Congress provides to Air Space Intelligence $10 (I;:III:: wiflsb A a OMB Director Vought press conference to

o $140 million for (ASl), a company whose AT freezes _$5 I_:illlon in FAA Secretary Duffy asks blame Congress for lack
traffic syst%m ‘,"I‘”th little pay increases for PAC donated to Duffy’s ::stizuég mgd:rrl;lirz(;h‘cgn, modernization funding Congress for $30 billion of resources, and request
to no guardrails or air traffic son-in-law’s not $30 billion or until October 2027. This in additional funding. $50 billion, $20 billion
requirements. controllers. congressional campaign. $50 billion. money remains frozen. more than the day before.

- - - - - - -

February 2026 April 2026 through September 14, 2026 September 21, 2026 November 9, 2026 November 13, 2026, November 14, 2026
November 2026 3:54pm EST
Congress provides an Government Less than five months  Congress learns from :0 datT. Secretary ::“ffv
additional $1.9 billion to Secretary Duffy stalls Accountability Office after awarding the media reports that Secretary Duffy ?i ':)n ;;:in;ﬁis ion
modernize FAA’s air Congressionally- releases report contract, Secretary Secretary Duffy initiates 4+ hour '():on ‘:ess -rovi.det:lnto
traffic system. In total, a mandated pay raise for highlighting Secretary Duffy unveils Strategic initiated broad ground stop. modgemizepFAA’s systems
historic $14.4 billion is air traffic controllers. Duffy’s failure to Management of deployment of Al tool What is he doing with the
made available to the sufficiently plan for air Airspace, Routes and while it was still being remaining $9.1 billion
FAA to modernize its air traffic modernization Trajectories (SMART) tested and piloted. while he's asking for
traffic systems. initiatives. Al tool. another $50 billion?
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