RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY, CHAIRMAN
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY
ROBERT B, ADERHOLT, ALABAMA
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS

MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS

KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA

TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA

MARIO DIAZ-BALART, FLORIDA
TOM GRAVES, GEORGIA

KEVIN YODER, KANSAS

Congress of the Wnited States

Nouse of Representatioes
Committee on Appropriations
ADashington, DC 20515-6015

STEVE WOMACK, ARKANSAS

JEFF FORTENBERRY, NEBRASKA
THOMAS J. ROONEY, FLORIDA
CHARLES J. FLEISCHMANN, TENNESSEE
JAIME HERRERA BEUTLER, WASHINGTON
DAVID P. JOYCE, OHIO

DAVID G. VALADAO, CALIFORNIA

ANDY HARRIS, MARYLAND

MARTHA ROBY, ALABAMA

MARK E. AMODEI, NEVADA

CHRIS STEWART, UTAH

DAVID YOUNG, IOWA

EVAN H. JENKINS, WEST VIRGINIA
STEVEN M. PALAZZO, MISSISSIPPI

DAN NEWHOUSE, WASHINGTON

JOHN R. MOOLENAAR, MICHIGAN
SCOTT TAYLOR, VIRGINIA

JOHN H. RUTHERFORD, FLORIDA

July 18, 2018

The Honorable Mike Enzi
Chairman

Committee on the Budget
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Chairman

Dear Chairmen Enzi and Womack:

The Honorable Steve Womack

Committee on the Budget
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

NITA M. LOWEY, NEW YORK

MARCY KAPTUR, OHIO

PETER J. VISCLOSKY, INDIANA

JOSE E. SERRANO, NEW YORK

ROSA L. DELAURO, CONNECTICUT

DAVID E. PRICE, NORTH CAROLINA
LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD, CALIFORNIA
SANFORD D. BISHOP, Jr., GEORGIA
BARBARA LEE, CALIFORNIA

BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA

TIM RYAN, OHIO

C. A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA
HENRY CUELLAR, TEXAS

CHELLIE PINGREE, MAINE

MIKE QUIGLEY, ILLINOIS

DEREK KILMER, WASHINGTON

MATT CARTWRIGHT, PENNSYLVANIA
GRACE MENG, NEW YORK

MARK POCAN, WISCONSIN

KATHERINE M. CLARK, MASSACHUSETTS
PETE AGUILAR, CALIFORNIA

NANCY FOX
CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR

TELEPHONE:
(202) 225-2771

| write in response to your July 16, 2018 letter informing me of your opposition to
adjusting budget caps to account for costs associated with the Veteran’s Affairs (VA) Choice
program, which was transferred to the discretionary side of the budget under the VA MISSION

Act.

In your letter, you urged the Appropriations Committees to “remain steadfast to the
principles of good government and to prioritize funding for the programs authorized in the VA
MISSION Act.” This beggars belief, because the MISSION Act is an excellent example of bad
government — providing funding for this program through May 2019 and leaving the balance
unaddressed. To cover the shortfall, the Appropriations Committee must provide an additional
$1.6 billion in FY 2019, an additional $8.6 billion in FY 2020, and an additional $9.5 billion in FY

2021.

You further state that any additional funding for the VA MISSION Act should be

addressed within the recently increased nondefense discretionary spending limits.

Unfortunately, these costs were not accounted for when we negotiated the budget caps in the
bipartisan budget deal, so the Appropriations Committees are unable to address the shortfall
within the 302(b) allocation without cutting funding for other vital domestic programs,

including other veteran’s services.

Moreover, you state that this effort to increase the caps started immediately after
passage of the VA MISSION Act. This is incorrect. As you may recall, the funding shortfall was
identified when the bill was being considered by the House Veterans Affairs Committee. In fact,
Ranking Member Walz offered an amendment to address the funding shortfall issue, but his



efforts were rejected on a party-line vote. In response to the bill being grossly underfunded, |
joined Ranking Member Walz in voting against the MISSION Act.

| remain puzzled as to why you supported a $52 billion bill that did not include a
dedicated source of funding and required a waiver of PAYGO rules, but now oppose a practical
legislative fix to ensure that the VA MISSION Act does not become an unfunded mandate or
cannibalize other vital federal resources.

| would also be remiss if | did not correct another inaccuracy in your letter. You state
that the House rejected efforts to increase the caps, but your recollection of events is incorrect.
During House consideration of H.R. 5895, the Energy and Water, Legislative Branch and Military
Construction and Veterans Affairs Appropriations Act, 2019, House Republican leadership
blocked consideration of an amendment | authored to fix the VA MISSION Act shortfall. It is
disingenuous, at the very least, to say the House rejected a solution when Republicans did not
even allow a debate on the issue.

Finally, your letter states that “Federal spending is a reflection of our priorities as a
nation.” That is true, which is why Republican Leadership, and President Trump, should have
prioritized fully funding the VA MISSION Act before it was signed into law. Instead, Republicans
chose to ignore the well-being of our veterans to play political budget games. If | have to
choose between standing with you or the 33 Veterans’ Service Organizations, representing
millions of veterans, service members, and their families, who support this fix, | will stand firmly
with our veterans.

Sincerely,

£

Nita M. Lowey
Ranking Member
Committee of Appropriations
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Ranking Member, Committee on the Budget
U.S. Senate

The Honorable John Yarmuth
Ranking Member, Committee on the Budget
U.S. House of Representatives

Members of the Conference Committee on H.R. 5895,
The Energy and Water, Legislative Branch, and Military Construction
And Veterans Affairs Appropriations Act, 2019



